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WINTHROP UNIVERSITY 
LOUISE PETTUS ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 
MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION 
 
ACC. NO.:  273        PROCESSED BY:  Matt Kilpatrick 
ADDITIONS:  ____, ____, ____      DATE:  September 3, 1987 
NO. OF SECTIONS:  3 
 
MARTHA THOMAS FITZGERALD PAPERS 
 
I 
 
The papers of Martha Thomas Fitzgerald, educator and politician, were deposited as a gift by the Archives by Mrs. Ben H. 
Williams on September 7, 1979 with additions up until 1981. 
 
Linear Feet of shelf space occupied:   8.5 
Approximate no. of pieces:  27,500 & 6 bound volumes 
 
Restrictions:  Open to researchers under the rules and regulations of the Louise Pettus Archives & Special Collections at 
Winthrop University. 
 
Literary Rights:  For information concerning literary rights please contact the Louise Pettus Archives & Special Collections 
at Winthrop University. 
 
Notice was released to NUCMC on August 7, 1987. 
 
Scope and Content Note:  This collection consists mainly of correspondence and letters regarding Mrs. Fitzgeralds’ 
legislative activities, work with the S.C. Department of Education, and her activities in various civic groups.  There are 
minutes and reports relating to her political work, as well as to her activities in civic organizations: such as the Altrusa Club, 
the League of Women Voters, the United Daughters of the Confederacy, etc.  The collection also contains many photographs of 
Mrs. Fitzgerald, social functions, and S.C. rural school houses in the 1920s.  Correspondence of particular interest, are three 
letters from Senator John F. Kennedy in 1959.   
 
Transfer of Items:  Some of the photographs were transferred to the oversize collection: Oversize Drawer 11, Folder 54, Item 
285. 
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II 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
 
 
MARTHA THOMAS FITZGERALD 
 
1895  Born, August 5th, 1895 in Cherokee County, South Carolina 
 
1916  A.B., Winthrop College 
 
1920-1947 South Carolina Department of Education (Rural School Supervisor and Director of Elementary Education) 
 
1930  M.A., University of South Carolina 
 
1935  M.A., Columbia University (New York) 
 
1941  Married, James Madison Harris Fitzgerald 
 
1950-1962 First woman elected in a general election to the S.C. House of Representatives 
 
1955  Citation from Columbia College for “Distinguished Service to Church and State” 
 
1959  Progressive Farmer’s “S.C. Woman of the Year” 
 
1972 “Diana Award for Exceptional Service to Humanity” from the international sorority, Epsilon Sigma Alpha 
 
1981  Died, January 23, 1981 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
1 1 BIOGRAPHICAL FILE        nd 
Biographical Sketches of Mrs. Fitzgerald. No fixed order. 
 
1-12 2-73 EDUCATIONAL FILE        1909-1914, 1919- 
Correspondence, reports, and minutes regarding the S.C. School Improvement  1947, 1953-1962 
Association and the S.C. Department of Education, where Mrs. Fitzgerald served as 
Rural School Supervisor and Director of Elementary Education. See also 318, 322. 
In chronological order. 
 
12 74-78 WINTHROP ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION FILE     1929-1942, 1950- 
Correspondence, newsletters, and minutes of the Columbia Chapter of Winthrop  1959, 1962-1964 
Daughters. In chronological order. 
 
13 79-82 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, N.Y. FILE      1934-1935 
Correspondence, newsletters, and class notes kept by Mrs. Fitzgerald while working 
on her masters degree. In chronological order. 
 
13 83-86 UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA FILE     1938, 1940-1943, 
Correspondence, notes, rolls, and handouts kept by Mrs. Fitzgerald while teaching 1947 
education courses during summer sessions at the university. In chronological order. 
 
14 87-89 SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORY FILE      1936-1937, 1957 
Mrs. Fitzgerald was keenly interested in the history of S.C. She gathered materials 
relating to the adoption of the state song, prominent natives of the state, and the 
establishment of the State Archives. In chronological order. 
 
14 90-93 PUBLIC HEALTH FILE        1937-1938, 1944- 
Correspondence and reports kept by Mrs. Fitzgerald on health issues in her capacity 1947, 1950-1954, 
as Director of Elementary Education and later as a member of the Board of Trustees 1958-1959 
of the Edgewood Sanitarium. In chronological order. 
 
15 94-103 APPOINTMENTS AND SOCIAL FUNCTIONS FILE    1942-1948, 1950- 
Correspondence and daily calendars regarding Mrs. Fitzgerald’s social and political 1959, 1961-1962, 
invitations and obligations. In chronological order.     1966-1967 
 
18-19 104-113 COLUMBIA, S.C. FILE        1947-1962, 1967- 
Correspondence and reports related to the administration of the city of Columbia. 1969 
Mrs. Fitzgerald was a member of the Richland County legislative delegation, which 
was often consulted on matters relating to Columbia. In chronological order. 
 
19-22 114-129 RICHLAND COUNTY, S.C. FILE       1947-1962 
Correspondence, reports, and minutes of the Richland County legislative delegation. 
In chronological order. 
 
23-25 130-144 QUEENS COLLEGE FILE       1948-1950, 1955- 
Correspondence and reports Mrs. Fitzgerald received as trustee of the college. In  1959, 1960-1968 
chronological order. 
Martha Thomas Fitzgerald Papers, Acc 273 
Manuscript Collection, Winthrop University Archives 
 
 
 5 
III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
25-26 145-152 ELECTIONS FILE        1950, 1952-1962 
Correspondence concerning Mrs. Fitzgerald’s political campaigns. In chronological 
order. 
 
27-29 153-165 S.C. LEGISLATIVE FILE       1950-1962 
Correspondence and reports dealing with bills brought before the S.C. House of 
Representatives.  Letters from individual citizens are numerous on such issues as 
local option and women on juries, as well as many other bills. In chronological order. 
 
30 166-172 AGRICULTURE FILE        1951, 1957-1962, 
Correspondence and reports from the S.C. Council of Farm Women, U.S.  1964-1967 
Department of Agriculture Federal Extension Service, S.C. Farm Bureau, 
Progressive Farmer, Association of Southern Agriculture, and S.C. Cooperative 
Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Economics. In chronological order. 
 
30 173-175 S.C. HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT FILE      1951-1958 
Correspondence and maps, mostly regarding roads in need of repair in Richland 
County. In chronological order. 
 
31-31 176-185 COUNCIL ON AGING FILE       1959-1962 
Correspondence and reports accumulated while serving on this committee 
established to study of the problems of the aged in S.C. In chronological order. 
 
32-33 186-190 STATUS OF WOMEN FILE       1961, 1964-1971 
Correspondence and reports regarding Mrs. Fitzgerald’s work on this committee to 
study the status of women in S.C. In chronological order. 
 
33-34 191-200 S.C. VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION FILE     1960-1976 
Correspondence and reports received by Mrs. Fitzgerald, who served on the Board of 
Trustees of the Sheltered Workshop of the Rehabilitation Facility of S.C. In 
chronological order 
 
35 201-203 SALVATION ARMY FILE       1963-1969, 1973- 
Correspondence and reports regarding Mrs. Fitzgerald’s work on the Advisory  1975 
Board of the Salvation Army. In chronological order. 
 
35-40 204-246 ALTRUSA FILE         1938-1952, 1955- 
Correspondence, reports, newspaper clippings, photographs, and awards related to 1975, 1977-1978 
this civic group, where Mrs. Fitzgerald served in many capacities,  
including District Governor. In chronological order. 
 
41-45 247-273 DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN COLONISTS FILE    1952, 1955-1962, 
Correspondence, reports, and some original copies of the Colonial Courier this  1964, 1966-1974 
historical, society’s quarterly publication. Mrs. Fitzgerald was editor of the Courier 
as well as chapter historian. In chronological order. 
 
46 274-277 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS FILE      1951-1955, 1957- 
Correspondence reports, and newsletters of this organization concerned with issues 1959, 1968-1973 
regarding women. In chronological order. 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
46 278-280 DELTA KAPPA GAMMA FILE       1950-1957, 1960- 
Correspondence and reports of this honorary organization for women educators  1966, 1968-1969, 
where Mrs. Fitzgerald served as Executive Secretary. In chronological order.  1972-1977 
 
47 281-286 UNITED DAUGHTERS OF THE CONFEDERACY FILE    1954-1960 
Correspondence and reports of this historical society, where Mrs. Fitzgerald served 
as S.C. Chapter President and Division Historian. In chronological order. 
 
48 287-289 BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S CLUB FILE    1954, 1958-1962 
Correspondence, reports, and newsletters regarding this organization dealing with the 
problems of women in business and other professions. Mrs. Fitzgerald served on the 
Legislative Committee. In chronological order. 
 
48 290-293 WOMEN’S CLUB OF COLUMBIA FILE      1967-1969, 1971- 
Correspondence and reports regarding this organization where Mrs. Fitzgerald served 1972, 1974-1976 
as Chairman of the Public Affairs Department. In chronological order. 
 
49 294-296 NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS FILE       1928-1938, 1941- 
There is one folder regarding Winthrop. The rest relates to Mrs. Fitzgerald in her 1973, 1981 
various activities. See also folders 317, 319, & 321. In chronological order. 
 
49 297 MEMORABILIA FILE        Various 
Includes a guest log, membership cards to various organizations, political cards and 
poster, and ribbons. See also folder 316. No fixed order. 
 
50 298-299 AWARDS FILE         1917-1967  
Includes awards regarding Mrs. Fitzgerald’s civic and political achievements. Also 
included are three essays authored by Mrs. Fitzgerald. No fixed order. 
 
50 300 JOHN F. KENNEDY FILE       1959-1960 
Three letters from the former president who was a U.S. Senator at the time. In 
chronological order. 
 
50-53 301-315 PHOTOGRAPH FILE        Various 
Many photographs of Mrs. Fitzgerald with various assembly members and 
dignitaries as well as when she was younger. There are also many photographs of 
rural S.C. school houses in the 1920s. No fixed order. 
 
   6 Bb. Vols. SCRAPBOOKS         nd 
Includes one of the League of Women Voters, of Citizens for Decent Literature, of 
United Daughters of the Confederacy, and three regarding politics. 
 
54 316 MEMORABILIA FILE        Various 
Includes membership cards to various organizations, political cards, registrations, 
and prayers. 
 
54 317 NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS       1957-1972 
Mrs. Fitzgerald in her various activities. In chronological order. 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
54 318 BOOKLETS         Various 
Various education booklets. 
 
55 319 NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS       1957-1959 
Mrs. Fitzgerald in her various activities. In chronological order. 
 
55 320 CORRESPONDENCE        1972 
Letters and files relating to her date book. 
 
55 321 NEWSPAPERS         1950, 1958, 1959 
The GRIT, South Carolina Education News, The Winthrop Alumnae News, The 
South Carolina Farmer, The Columbia Record. 
 
55 322 BOOKLET         1931-1932 
Dillon County Teachers Association. 
